PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
but it was more a matter of literature than politics;
they did not dare to carry it to its political
conclusion. The spirit of Kollar was apparent in
all this, who had been satisfied with racial and
cultural independence; of political independence
he and his contemporaries never so much as
dreamed.
I was particularly anxious that the Czechs and
the people of Prague should really know Slovakia:
to sing Slovak songs was not enough for me. So
when we founded Time I took care that we should
have a section entirely devoted to Slovakia* I also
invited Slovak students from the University to see
me. As early as the end of the 'eighties I had
founded a regular summer school at Bystricka near
Turcansky Svaty Martin, with the deliberate
object of getting to know the Slovaks at close
quarters, and even influencing them. For more
than ten years I went and stayed there at intervals.
In those days even Hurban-Vajansky was a
Czechophile; it was only later that he succumbed
to fantastic Russophilism, and looked to Russia for
the redemption of the Slovaks. I was on friendly
terms with him, ancf he and many other friends,
including VSsin, who might almost be described
as the official painter of the Slovaks, found their way
to Svaty Martin. I went to Mosovce and spoke on
Kollar on the spot where the house had stood in